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26th June 2024

Dear Parents / Guardians and Carers,
Becoming a Mobile Free School

We are currently reviewing our approach to the use of mobile phones at Ysgol Harri
Tudur/Henry Tudor School. As part of this review, we would like to seek your opinion on
our school becoming mobile free during the school day (8.45am - 3.20pm) from September
2024. The consultation period is open from today and closes on Monday 1st July 2024 at
12.00 Midday. The Google Forms link below allows you to register your views; your
comments would be very much appreciated.

Consultation Form

Rationale for change

There is increasing evidence of the negative impact that mobile phones have at school on
learners” education, safeguarding, mental health and well-being. Covid has certainly made
the situation worse, with the reduction in face-to-face relationships.

Mobile phones undoubtedly have positive benefits, but we see on a daily basis how they
distract our learners from their education and learning. Alerts from social media platforms,
emails, texts and calls during the school day are creating an environment which is very
difficult for learners to resist checking and responding to. Mobile phones allow learners to
play music, games and take photographs and video clips. The latter places learners at risk of
cyber bullying and safeguarding.

These concerns are not just confined to our school. But, in making Ysgol Harri
Tudur/Henry Tudor School mobile free, we will be able to better safeguard our learners,
protect them from the negative influences of social media and significantly reduce the
disruption caused to their learning. Schools which have adopted this policy have seen
benefits in all areas. Other secondary schools in Pembrokeshire will be moving towards
being mobile free schools.

We do appreciate this approach may raise questions, and some of the more frequent ones
are covered in this letter, along with comments which hopefully will assist in clarification.

We look forward to receiving your views to help inform our decision making.

Yours sincerely,

Mr A Barlow
Deputy Headteacher
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf5JVDZPDQpy0Zyvi_FM2WTlyvbBgsEKJrf1PrVTzZSVzJ1Gg/viewform?usp=pp_url
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Frequently Asked Questions

1 What is the school’s current policy on mobile phones? Mobile phones are currently
allowed in the Refectory and outside spaces during break/lunch times.

2 Can my child still bring their phone to school? Yes. Many of us are parents and we
appreciate why you would want your child to have a phone on the way to or from school.
The phone would be handed to their mentor at 8.45am, securely and safely stored, and
returned at the end of the school day.

3 What if I need to contact my child at school? In an emergency, phone Reception or email
via contact@yht.wales and the message will be passed on.

4 What if my child feels that they urgently need to contact me? If learners desperately need
to contact home, they can speak to their Pastoral Leader or any senior member of staff who
will make a decision as to what should be done next.

51 am concerned about my child’s phone being confiscated. How can I help them avoid
this? The easiest way to avoid problems is to encourage your child to leave their phone at
home. If they need to use their phone after school, they will hand their phone to their
mentor and collect it at the end of the day. Any non-compliance will result in the phone
being confiscated and only handed back when a parent comes to collect it.

6 My child has left their phone on and needs to turn it off. What should they do? The
learner should be prompt and honest and ask the member of staff if they can turn their
phone off. Speaking to a member of staff first will avoid any potential conflicts.

7. My child is diabetic and is reliant on a mobile phone to monitor blood glucose levels
We would liaise with you and your child to ensure this remains the case.

8. As the restriction ends at 3.20 pm, can mobile phones be used on site after that time?
Mobile phones can be used after 3.20pm, with the permission of a teacher, e.g. at the end of
an after school club or detention

9 What if my child needs to tell the time? There are a number of clocks around the school
and any staff member will be able to guide in terms of how long is left in a particular lesson.

10 What if the school needs my child to do something at the end of the QLYARR! 77,
school day? We will contact you if this is the case. & 4 0&4)
11 Does this inhibit access to virtual learning and apps that the school “m ! y
invests in? There is no requirement for learners to access any learning app Ty % @&
through their mobile phone during the school day. 7 Y
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12. What about my child accessing their timetable on their phone? This should be checked
at home, when the learner is preparing for the school day ahead. Learners should have a
copy of their timetable in their pencil case or another safe place. We recommend you have
one timetable on display at home and that you help them organise themselves to ensure
they have planned for the day ahead.

13. What will be the sanction for learner’s who break the ban? Devices will be confiscated
and held securely in Reception. Parents will then collect at the end of the school day. A
second occurrence will result in confiscation and a parental meeting as this may indicate a
safeguarding issue.

What happens next? Once the consultation window closes all responses received will be
considered. A decision will then be taken as to whether to adopt the proposal, not to adopt
the proposal or to adapt the proposal in light of the consultation. All parents, learners and
teachers will be informed of the decision the week beginning Monday 8t July.
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