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Summer 2024 -Friday July 19t
Dear Parents/ Guardians and Carers,

We come to the end of the Summer Term and to the end of another academic year, which
always brings a departing Year 13 and Year 11, some very positive, heart-warming and
uplifting events and the inevitably sad events which certainly always affect our school
community. I am always struck by the care almost all of your children show to others and it
is a privilege to witness the learning journey of so many wonderful young people as they
progress throughout the school. Thank you to all of you for your continued and ongoing
support over the course of the academic year, for the day-to-day support and encouragement
of your children, your attendance at Parents Evenings, Concerts, House Plays, examination
briefings and Peter Pan, to name but a few.

Some of this year’s highlights have included: -

House Plays - A wonderful couple of evenings in the Autumn Term where our Sixth Form
students directed and led our youngest learners in five different House plays. Always so
good to see the power of peer learning and strong friendships developing, deeply embedded
in our strong arts performing culture. More House Plays 2024 in the Autumn Term.

Year 11 Achievement Ceremony on Friday July 5" - A very moving and important
afternoon, Year 11 looking so smart and grown up and proud to take part in this important
rite of passage. All year 11 learners who attended were celebrated as individuals and many
were recipients of subject achievement awards. Year 11 were encouraged that “owning your
story is the bravest thing that you will ever do” (Brene Brown).

Year 13 Farewell - A lovely afternoon celebration of our outgoing Year 13, who have been a
fantastic student cohort - all the very best of luck for all of your future endeavours. We hope
that August 15t brings much good news for all of Year 13 Learners.

Thank you to all of the staff who organised and attended both of these events.

Peter Pan the Musical - Am always immensely proud of our School Musicals
and Peter Pan has been no exception. An absolutely superb production with so
many individual performances of real and considerable calibre. Huge
congratulations to all of the performers and to the members of staff who always
give of their time so very generously to support, guide and lead our learners to
give of their very best! Another musical to come ““'- o
next Summer! Y

Sports Day - The rain held off (just about!) on Thursday 11t and Friday 12t @1 9:?# \ ?@Q\)
July for our Sports Days. Many congratulations to all of the learners who took Frupors©
part and to our PE Teaching Staff who made all of the arrangements and ran Pembroke/ Penfro SA71 4RL
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Year 6 Transition Events - Lovely to meet new parents and next year’s year 7 at a series of
transition events a couple of weeks ago. Thank you for the very positive feedback that we
have received from so many of you - we look forward to welcoming your children in
September. Thank you to all the staff who have been involved in these recent events.

Science Fair - So impressed with the quality of the entries in the Science Fair competition and
really pleased to have had the opportunity to speak with all of the entrants about their entries
and inventions who were all extremely eloquent, knowledgeable and confident about their
chosen topics. Thank you to our Science Teaching staff for their support of this event.

Pembrokeshire Young Artists Exhibition at the Waterfront Gallery - Very many
congratulations to our GCSE and A Level Artists whose work is being exhibited at the
Waterfront Gallery in Milford until the end of July. This is work of high quality and well worth
a visit to the gallery. Thank you to our Art Teachers who fantastically guide our young artists
to achieve so highly.

A special mention to: -

e Elly Neville BEM in Year 9 - for her award of the British Empire Medal for services
to charity and winner of the Headteacher’s Pupil of the Year Award

e Charlotte Lewis - Year 13 and Keira Hosking Year 13 - for the Headteacher’s Y13
Awards
Nicola Harries - Year 11 - for the Headteacher’s Year 11 Award
All the Award Winners throughout our school in years 7-13 for a range of
achievements, including making excellent progress

e And to all of the Learners throughout our school in Years 7-13 for their achievements
and recognition in a range of academic, behaviour and attendance awards this year,
including those who continue to overcome difficulties and those recognised for
making good progress.

Listening to Learners - Earlier this year, I spent some time in classrooms and speaking to a
range of learners, in particular, Year 7, who have been learning about how to be effective
learners and understanding what makes an effective learner. I have also attended some School
Senedd (school council) meetings and really appreciate the well-constructed sharing of views
of our learners.

Public Examination Results. We are looking forward to the
publication of the A Level Examination results on Thursday August
15t and the GCSE Examination results on Thursday August 22nd.We
have already written to the parents of the relevant year groups to
outline the arrangements for the collection of both A Level and GCSE
results. Good luck to all of our learners awaiting results.
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Please see below, important information for the start of the new academic year 2024-5
INSET Day closures for 2024-5

Monday 2nd September 2024 - Pembrokeshire County Council Directed Closure Day
Friday 18th October 2024

Friday 21st February 2025

Friday 4th April 2025

Monday 28th April 2025 - Pembrokeshire County Council Directed Closure Day
Monday 21st July 2025

Arrangements for the start of term

e Tuesday 3rd September - Years 7, 11, 12 only - work will be available on Google
Classroom for Years 8,9,10

e Wednesday 4th September - All Year groups from 8.30am

e We begin the Autumn Term on Timetable Week A

Friday Enrichment from September 6t 2025 - Friday Enrichment activities will start on
Friday September 6th. We will write to you during the course of the first week back to let you
know which activities are being run.

Mobile Free School - My Deputy Headteacher, Mr Barlow has written to you all to outline
the arrangements for a mobile free school from September 2024.

School Day - School opens at 8.30, starts at 8.45 and finishes at 3.15 for all learners from
September 2024. The organisation of the school day for Monday - Thursday and on Fridays
for all year groups can be seen HERE. We continue to have breaktimes at different times for
Key stages 3 (Years 7-8) and Key Stage 4 (Years 10-11)

We hope to be able to continue to run our free Breakfast Club at 8.30 in the Refectory each
morning in the new term, which has been generously supported and funded via Tesco grants
and Valero over these last few months. I would also like to thank Valero who have generously
collected a number of items for our Kindness Cupboard, which will begin in September.

School uniform- The Governing Body has asked me to remind parents
about the expectations of school uniform for all learners. The uniform for
Years 7 and 8, 9-11 and sixth form is shown on the graphics which are
available on our school website by clicking HERE.
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The expectations of school uniform are clear, a separate letter is being sent to you.

However, further to a number of comments/queries from parents and members of our
community, the Governing Body has asked me to reset the expectation regarding the black
knee length school skirt for years 9-13, as stated in our current uniform policy. Please see the
graphic below which shows an acceptable length black school skirt for learners in years 9-13.
Learners who do not want to wear a black skirt at an acceptable length for school should wear
black school trousers.

YEARS 9 - 18 BLACK SCHOOL SKIRTS
-‘;f_.
X LY

¥ you are unable to
wear & black school
skirt at an acceptable
langth, please wear
black school trousers.

Lockdown Briefings - In the early Autumn Term, I will be briefing all learners at the start of
year assemblies, in regard to the arrangements in the event that the school needed to go into
a ‘lockdown’. I will be making arrangements for some of our learners who we know may have
difficulty understanding or coping with this information to receive this briefing in a different
way. In the event that the school has to ‘lockdown’ , parents will be informed and kept
updated via the MyEd app.

Friday detentions 1.30-3.00 - An additional Friday detention is being implemented from
September 2024, more information to follow in the new term.

Asymmetric Week - The Governing Body has recently completed a
consultation regarding the asymmetric week, adopted in a number of our
cluster primary schools. The responses of learners, parents and staff were
extremely positive and in favour of retaining asymmetric week. We have also
taken part in an Estyn thematic regarding the asymmetric week this term. We
continue to monitor the Welsh Government’s view of the asymmetric week
and confirm that the asymmetric week will continue until further notice.
Fridays are not “half days” and we teach four lessons, finishing at 1.30 (for
learners who wish to leave) or 2.00 (if having lunch) or 3.15 if staying to take
part in a wide range of Friday enrichment activities.
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Activities Days - July 2025. We have already calendared three activities days for Years 7-10
and 12 for the final week of the Summer Term in 2025. We are planning a range of free,
minimal cost and paid for activities and trips over the course of three days for learners to
sign up to. We will write to you all about this in September and will be setting up payment
plans via the My Ed app, to enable you to spread the cost of the paid activities. More to
follow.

Staff Farewells - This term we are saying goodbye to Miss ] Harries (maternity cover for Mrs
C Jones) Mrs E Beynon (Maternity leave) Mr R Fawcett- WRU Rugby Hub Officer, Miss S
Davies - Teacher of PE, Mr G Brace - Technology Technician, Miss R Probert - Access to
Learning Manager, Mrs S Wright - Pupil Data Manager, Mr A Lewis - Director of Humanities,
Miss L Beard - Teacher of RE, Mr ] Algieri - Director of Languages, Literacy and
Communication. We wish all of them the very best of luck in their respective maternity leave,
retirements, new adventures, career changes, and promotions to senior leadership. Some of
our staff are leaving us with 30 years of service.

In September, we welcome Mr D Rees - Teacher of Geography, Ms M Johnson - Teacher of
Music and Drama (Maternity cover) Mr C Gibbs - Teacher of Maths, Ms C Lloyd - Teacher of
PE, Ms R Beynon - Teacher of English and Drama, Ms E Lewis - Pupil Support Officer, Mr A
Freeman, Technology Technician, Ms S Howell, LSA, Ms L Lewis, LSA, Ms C Butland - LSA,
we will also welcome Mrs C Jones back from maternity leave and Mrs P Evans back from
maternity leave later in the Autumn Term.

With all best wishes for a relaxing and safe Summer break, please stay safe and well.

Cofion cynnes,

@m

Mrs Fiona Kite
Headteacher
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