Headteacher/Pennaeth

Ysgol Harri Tudur i,
Henry Tudor School

Learners First Dysgwyr yng Nghyntaf
11.11.24

Dear Parent/Guardian/Carer,

Can I begin with thanking the overwhelming majority of learners and their families for supporting
high school attendance and a positive school uniform. Since the start of the year our mainstream
attendance has been strong and this is in no small part to parents and carers supporting our ethos
of 'every lesson counts' by minimising avoidable absences. Please continue to work with us as we
move into the Winter when coughs, sneezes and sniffles increase, though importantly these should
not automatically lead to absences in every case.

As part of the school's drive to increase attendance and punctuality, we would like to remind all
parents and carers that the start of the school day is at 08.45, by which time learners should be
present in their Mentor rooms for their morning registration and the start of the day's learning.

Whilst the majority of our learners arrive on site punctually between 08.30am and 08.45am, there is
a small but persistent number of learners who arrive between 08.45am and 09.10am when the
pupil gate closes. This lateness disrupts their start to the day, and sometimes that of their peers,
and can lead to learners missing out on important information in Mentor time. Until now these
learners have been met with reminders encouraging them to arrive earlier, however we will now
also be removing a ClassCharts point for lateness on each day that a learner arrives after 08.50am,
in order to dissuade lateness, whilst still providing a 5 minute 'buffer'. Using ClassCharts allows
parents/carers to see if children are delaying their own arrival at school if they left home / were
dropped off in sufficient time. We ask that parents/guardians/carers use this information to
challenge learner lateness, supporting school action, so that we can work together to improve
punctuality, wellbeing and academic outcomes.

ClassCharts losses for lateness will be used from this point forwards, along with those already
deducted for incorrect uniform on the gate, when considering a learner's eligibility for end of year
rewards events and visits and for any year group achievement ceremonies including ROA invites.

Thank you in anticipation of your support. Attendance and punctuality are the cornerstone of
success in schools as they enable learners to avoid unnecessary disruptions and lost learning. I
would also like to thank all those parents who have helped improve uniform standards this term,
helping to reinforce our efforts to 'look smart, work smarter'.

Please do not hesitate to get in touch with any queries or questions.
Yours sincerely,

Mr J. Jones

Assistant Headteacher.
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